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helping to inform Masons of the South West Area

The South West Lowdown

Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy to meet again

   

Dear brethren,

We have both got back into the swing of things, catching up with lodges as they return from
the lockdowns. We are aware of brethren who can’t yet return, and we must not forget about
them. However, if you are keen on visiting then why not join the South West Tourists –
details are at the foot of this newsletter. It is wonderful to be back amongst the brethren and
to see that enthusiasm hasn’t waned. If anything, it has increased.

 

W.Bro. Leon Whitfield, APGM, and Chris Lockwood, Area Chairman

St Michael’s Lodge 3521 Celebrating Long Service

St Michael’s Lodge presented two Long Service Certificates at their meeting on Tuesday 21st

September 2021. The certificates were presented to W. Bros. Eddie Manton and Colin
Garment by Chris Lockwood.

50 year certificate W Bro Eddie Manton PPJGW

Subject: South West Area News
From: Paul Berry <paulberry1958@gmail.com>
Date: 29/09/2021 16:20
To: <chrislockwood@mail.com>
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From L to R: Bob Davis VO, Eddie Manton, Chris Lockwood SW Area Chairman

Geoff Tuck Hon Member, Graham Franklin WM.

Eddie left school at 15 self-funded himself through college so he could then go on to be an
aircraft technician, he passed his apprenticeship and went on to work on Concorde after that
he decided to get a class one HGV license and started own haulage company. Meanwhile an
associate asked him to do some bookwork, he done such a good job they asked him to stay
he became an accountant for a multi million pound company where he still goes in once a
week to check everything is okay with the books, he’s worked for them now about 45 years.
He’s a good family man and a good brother, he has 3 children, 2 girls and 1 boy all grownup
now and has grandchildren. Eddie is a very keen golfer and enjoys sea fishing.

40 year certificate W Bro Colin Garment PPJGW

From L to R: Bob Davis VO, Colin Garment, Chris Lockwood SW Area Chairman

Geoff Tuck Hon Member, Graham Franklin WM.

 

After my schooling finished in the summer of 1964, as university was out of the question for
me, I joined the Chief Accountant’s Department of the British Railways London Midland
Region; which was not long after the introduction of the Dr Beeching Report and the
Railways Modernisation Plan.  During the next 30 years, I was involved in the financial
control of numerous major investment projects and, following a move to the BR Board HQ,
involved in the computerisation of Investment Programming and Financial Planning Systems. 

My final project was as a financial liaison officer between the railways financial & planning
systems and the external project management team of the Channel Tunnel Project - Phase 1.
On completion of Phase 1 of the Channel Tunnel Project in 1994, I left the railway industry
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and, for a short while, worked for W.Bro. Gordon Blakey (PM Lodge 3521) at the Grange
Hotel.  Following this, I worked for a Chartered Accountant, before setting up my own
support business; which included, amongst many things, managing the bar facility at the
Branksome Masonic Hall and the bar facility and hall at the Kinson Masonic Centre, where I
am still involved as Chairman of the Ferncroft Masonic Club.

Our smallest Masonic Centre

The New Milton Masonic Centre might be the smallest centre in the South West Area but it
is very important to the Masons who meet there and to the local community the centre
supports. To help the centre kick start its return from COVID the Lodges are asking for your
support by attending their meetings.

Visit New Milton Masonic Centre
and support

Barton Court Lodge 5468

Meeting 3rd. Wednesday – Call Sec. W. Bro. Alan Taylor Tel: 07808 275665
Email: alanhbfc@hotmail.com

Fernhill Lodge 7707

Meeting 4th Wednesday – Call Sec. W. Bro. Michael Hoole Tel: 01428 619161
Email: Michael.s.hoole@gmail.com

The three millionth Teddy for Loving Care has been presented!
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The Teddies for Loving Care (TLC) scheme is backed by Freemasons and gives teddy bears
to children in hospitals through the country. An astonishing three million bears have now
been given out since the scheme started in 2001.

The bears are often used by staff to calm children down, reward them for being brave, and –
in some cases – demonstrate procedures. The TLC teddy has become a useful tool for
medical professionals and a real comfort for children. Established by Essex Freemasons in
2001, TLC is now a national programme, locally-led by Freemasons across England and
Wales. Support and enthusiasm for the initiative continues to grow, with more than two
million teddies distributed nationwide to over 200 hospitals. Most of the money raised to
purchase and distribute the teddies comes from Freemasons themselves through lodge
donations and fundraising events.

The special bear was presented to Jackie James, Play Specialist at Peterborough City
Hospital by Dr David Staples, a hospital clinician and CEO of the United Grand Lodge of
England.

On receiving the little bear Jackie said: “The TLC bears are very special to us in the
Emergency Department and have a wonderful, positive impact on children who are receiving
care. When a child first arrives at hospital not only are they feeling unwell but they may also
be feeling scared and anxious. The bear helps to provide some comfort and makes them feel
at ease.”
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Dr David Staples added: “We are delighted to be able to present the three millionth bear from
the ‘Teddies for Loving Care’ initiative to the hard working staff at Peterborough City Hospital.
As a doctor, who also works at this hospital, I know how important these bears can be; both
for the children who receive them and the staff who give them.”

This simple but effective idea was started by Freemasons in Essex in 2001 and has since
been rolled out across England and Wales. The TLC initiative benefits the community
through the A&E departments that serve them and Freemasons will continue their efforts to
donate these bears nationwide to children when they are at their most vulnerable.

Knole News is good news

Things went with a bang at the installation of Mike Collins in the Chair of Knole Lodge that
meets in Bournemouth during the day.

The gunsmith decided the sword didn’t have enough fire power for his Tyler, Martin Harrison,
so instead he presented him with a rifle!
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Toys for children

A large wheelbarrow has appeared once again in The Knole and the aim is to fill it with toys
which will be given to disadvantaged children in the Bournemouth area this Christmas. This
long standing Christmas tradition is well supported by the Bournemouth Masons.
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Alan Davies and Tony Drake of Knole Lodge

If you would like to donate a toy simply put it in the wheelbarrow when you visit the the
Masonic Centre (The Knole) in Bournemouth.

Pressies go down a bomb with hospital staff

Freemasons presented gifts to staff at Fordingbridge Hospital, which may not of had the
same level of attention as the larger NHS hospitals in the area during the pandemic.
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Leon Whitfield (right) with staff from Fordingbridge Hospital

Leon Whitfield gave the pressies to workers on Ford Ward as a thank you for all their efforts
during the last 18 months. Where staff in larger hospitals received deliveries of food, flowers
and other treats, all the team at Fordingbridge Hopsital had seen were patients.

Leon, who heads the Freemasons in the south-west of the county, said:

“Fordingbridge Hospital has gone under the radar during the Covid-19 pandemic, It is a small
community hospital with a dedicated team and we felt they deserved something because all
the larger hospitals had received donations''.

“It was a pleasure to meet the staff and hear about what they do for the benefit of those in
our community so in grateful thanks for their hard work and dedicated service we gave them
gifts of cosmetics and once again gave them our thanks.”

South West Tourists

Why not join the South West Tourists and visit other Lodges in the area. There is no
obligation on the number of times you visit, just an easy way to book yourself into the
meeting and to book your meal. 
 

South West Tourists
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The South West Tourists is a group of brothers from the South West Area that once a month
visits a lodge en masse. It is a chance to get back into the swing of things, meet new people,
support a lodge and have a great time. If you join there is no compulsion to visit, but it
provides great opportunities to experience new lodges.
 

To join the South West Tourists or for more information.
Email your details to: swareatourists@gmail.com

Or call Chris on 07977 414597

Upcoming Visits

25th October - Forest Villages Lodge - Brockenhurst for an Initiation
9th November -  Lentune Lodge - Lymington for an Initiation

Go on… make a new brother’s initiation even more special.

2027 Festival Information
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Festival President RWBro Jonathan C Whitaker PGM  ·  Festival Director WBro Barrie C J Hewitt

PSGD

 

Area Festival Team Leader W. Bro. Barry Hills
Email:  pastmaster@uwclub.net  Tel: 07563 631739.

An important message from the Festival Secretary with reference to Gift Aid envelopes

Due to current HMRC requirements and the way the MCF is required to process Gift Aid,
when completing a Gift Aid envelope please quote the following information:
 

GIVEN NAME
FAMILY NAME

FIRST LINE OF YOUR ADDRESS
POSTCODE

DIARY OF EVENTS

In line with the area's expectations to get back to normality and to provide a stimulating
programme of social activities, the following events are planned to take place.
 

If you have any more to add please let us know.

12 December 2021 - South West Area Christmas Carol Service

The 2021 South West Area
Christmas Carol Service is due
to take place on 12th December
at Richmond Hill Church of St
Andrews, 8 St. Stephens Road,
Bournemouth, BH2 6JJ. 

Further details to follow.

Help is available – don’t hesitate to get in touch
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If you need help please contact the area almoner or area chairman who will assist you.
 

South West Area Almoner
Rick Ashton

rickashton21@hotmail.co.uk
07730 956584

 

South West Area Chairman
Chris Lockwood

chrislockwood@mail .com 
07977 414597

Also, the Masonic Charitable Foundation has been active in helping brethren – if you are
struggling or require assistance please contact them on 0800 035 6090.

 

The South West Lowdown will be published regularly. If anyone or any Lodge would like an
article published please send the content by email or post to: 
 

Paul Berry
Flat 1 The Fountain

1 High Street
Christchurch
BH23 1AE

paulberry1958@gmail.com

Copyright © 2021 SWA L&D, All rights reserved.

You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website.

Our mailing address is:

SWA L&D

Flat 1, The Fountain, 1 High Street

Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1AE

United Kingdom

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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