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Subject: South West Area News
From: Paul Berry <paulberry1958@gmail.com>
Date: 07/03/2021 11:44
To: <chrislockwood@mail.com>

Lockdown Lowdown Edition 18: dated the 7th March 2021

The South West Area’s
Lockdown Lowdown
Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy to meet again

Dear Brethren,
Welcome to the latest Lockdown Lowdown. It is getting on for a year since restrictions began
and the first Lockdown Lowdown hit your inboxes. Who would have thought we would still be
in ‘Lockdown’ all these months later.
The good news is that the sun is shining and Spring is in the air which after the winter
lockdown is most welcome. The COVID-19 vaccine is being offered to more and more Adults
throughout the Country and appears to present the way out of Lockdown. Provincial Bulletin
21 has indicated how and when meetings may return (subject of course to any changes in
the Government’s road-map).
We are all very much looking forward to be able to get back to meeting, greeting and
engaging friends and Brothers.
Until then, stay strong, keep in touch with your Lodges and support those Brethren who may
be in need or would just welcome that contact.

W.Bro. Leon Whitfield, APGM, and Chris Lockwood, Area Chairman

Competition Time
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Following a number of brilliant designs submitted by our members, we are inviting you to vote
for one of the following logos to be adopted by the South West Area. Email
chrislockwood@mail.com to register your vote. The competition will also be running on our
Facebook page.
Please vote for one of the following designs. However, its not too late to submit a new design
but please be quick!

Number 1

Number 2

Number 3

Number 4
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Number 5

Please vote so we can cement the South West Area's identity!

Zetland Court

Zetland Court in Bournemouth is one of 18 Masonic care homes run by the Royal Masonic
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Benevolent Institute Care Company (RMBI), a wholly owned subsidiary of the Masonic
Charitable Foundation (MCF).
It has always been supported by Hampshire and Dorset Masons and its fundraising summer
fete is a big event. Also they run other events throughout the year, held in order to raise
money for there excellent work. With Covid lurking and lockdowns leaving everyone
languishing at home, Zetland Court has missed out on much needed funding.
The first Masonic home for annuitants was opened in Croydon in 1850; it was the ‘Asylum for
worthy, aged and decayed Freemasons’. Each year the RMBI spends about £8m on the
homes, with £5m being given by the MCF through the festival system with the remaining
money being raised through residents fees, events and such like.
By just being Masons we are are supporting Zetland Court and the other RMBI homes
though our festival giving and more specifically, by the support we give during
their fetes, events and our Lodge activities.
Zetland Court opened in 1983 and the average age of a resident was 67, it is now 89. The
specialist care they give will get more expensive and improvements to all the homes are
estimated to cost £30million over the next decade.
In line with with our continuing support a donation has just been made jointly between the
South West Area, the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight and the MCF to the Friends
of Zetland Court for £4,400.00. An amount that will go towards meeting some of their ongoing
expenses.
Zetland Court’s home was built in 1860 and would come to be the seaside villa of Lord and
Lady W imborne. It went through numerous owners and was a vegetarian hotel and a home
for elderly Jews before it fell empty in the 1970s It was purchased by the Freemasons just as
they were looking for a suitable building in the area for a care home.
In 2014 the Richard Bond Wing was converted into a dedicated dementia unit. Zetland Court
is home to up to 71 residents and is a treasure on our doorstep that provides excellent care
to the elderly and infirm.
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One of the beautiful lounges at Zetland Court
Thanks to Julian Redston for the information.

A message from the South West Area Almoner
Dear Brethren All,
I hope that you are keeping well
and that many of you have
received at least your first
vaccination. I wanted to reach
out to you all and give you a
small insight into the help that is
available to all Brethren and
their connections in times of
need. This help is available at all
times but seems to be a little
more relevant during these very
difficult times that we are
currently living in.

Each Lodge, as you know, has a Lodge Almoner and predominantly the Almoner has two
main ports of call to go to when someone needs financial aid depending on what the details
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of that aid looks like. They are the Masonic Charitable Trust (MCT) and the Masonic
Charitable Foundation (MCF).
The MCT is a Provincial Charity funded by investments and donations from Lodges. Since
the start of the Pandemic, £73500 has been dispersed to 70 beneficiaries with approximately
50% going to Covid support and the rest to normal benevolence cases. All of these cases
were in our province. The MCT supports cases dealing with immediate financial support in
times of hardship, gives support to Masonic Centres when needed, supports the MCF
Holiday Scheme, gives financial support to the Family Breaks scheme and gives vital
financial aid to our Amity Clubs.
The MCF is funded by contributions from our Annual Subscriptions and through Festivals
organised throughout the provinces and it gives national support. Since the start of the
Pandemic, 373 awards have been made totalling £635,000 worth of support. The support
given by the MCF covers a wider spectrum and includes:
Essential Daily Living Costs.
Financial Support in cases of Accident, Bereavement, Redundancy or other Personal
Crisis.
Funeral Bills where no other monies are available.
Medical Treatment where excessive delays are being experienced.
Mobility Aids.
Home Adaptions.
Consultations and Assessments.
Counselling.
Educational needs such as IT Equipment.
Scholarship Travel Grants.
Support for exceptional Talent.
UK Holidays.
Based on the support that the MCT and MCF are able to deliver, there are not many cases
where Brethren and their connections in need are unable to be given some level of support or
another. Consequently, if you have a genuine need for help or you are aware of a Masonic
Connection with a genuine need for help, please contact your Lodge Almoner who will be
happy to explore the options available to you, in total confidence.
Everyone keep safe and I look forward to being able to see you all in Lodge in the, hopefully,
near future.
Kind fraternal wishes
WBro Rick Ashton PPAstGSuptWks
South West Area Almoner
rickashton21@hotmail.co.uk
Tel 07730 956584
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Save the date! Our summer Garden Party is on 18th July 2021

The South West Area Garden Party is planned to take place on the 18th July 2021. It will be
held in the grounds of the The Stable Family Home Trust at Bisterne, Ringwood, BH24 3BN.
Look out for further details.
This very popular family event is a great day out to meet fiends and raised money for charity.

Diary of Events
In anticipation of the easing of Masonic lockdown and in line with the Governments Road
Map out of lockdown the following events are being planned. If you have any more to add
please let us know.
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The ever popular classic car &
bike show hosted by the Knole
Masonic Centre has been forced
to postponed to a later date
sometime in the summer, details
to follow.

The SWA Garden Party is
planned for the 18th July 2021,
details to follow.

In line with the Governments plans out of lockdown and pending approval from Provincial
Grand Lodge, Masonic Centres are beginning to formulate their own plans to open and
resume meetings. The BMB Chairman at Free Masons Hall in Bournemouth has written to
his Lodges with a proposed programme of resumption. They have based their plans on the
Governments timetable and are proposing the following:
June
Meetings that will normally be held on and after 21st June will be able to take place.
July and August
We will be open for Lodges to meet during July and August.
September onwards
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We are currently planning for a full programme of meetings, rehearsals and committee
meetings.
Catering
We are currently planning on providing catering with a reduced menu until September.
This is very welcome news and fingers crossed that the timetable will take place as planned.

Hythe Lodge's charity heartbeat
Further to the article featured in “Lockdown Lowdown” June 2020, about Hythe Lodge's 8546
target to reach a £5K target for the Wessex Heartbeat 3D Printer Appeal, The Lodge is
pleased to report that they have surpassed their target and are still raising further funds for
other worthy causes.

3D model of a baby's heart
To remind brethren - 3D modelling of hearts, is decisive in treating patients, particular babies
and children with heart defects. The use of the specialist cardiac modelling software helps
doctors to easily scan the patient's heart creating a detailed blueprint of the organ, which can
then be sent over to a 3D printer.
This machine will create an identical plastic model of the heart, offering an in depth look at
the heart highlighting defects and the tiniest of imperfections. As it is a plastic model,
surgeons are able to cut open and analyse the model before surgery commences.
Hythe Lodge is a small lodge 'with a big heart' with many friends. The Lodge is eagerly
anticipating a return to normal working to carry on its good work.
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New Forest FITC
Freemasonry in the Community has managed to stay active across the New Forest despite
the lockdown making fundraising and donation presentations a little more challenging to
achieve. Mike Curry representing the New Forest Lodges reports that they continue to raise
money for local causes and would like to share three recent cheque presentations.

Cheque presentation for £750
The charity, 'Olivia Inspires' - assists children an young people aged 11 to18 years whose
families live in the New Forest area and are facing financial hardship by making grants. The
grants are to provide items or services to enable the youngsters to develop their potential in
STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics).
On its web site the charity wrote 'the charity would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to
Freemasonry in the Community for their generous donation of £750 to Olivia Inspires'. The
cheque was presented by Mike Curry on behalf of Powney Lodge and the Thomas Langton
Fund.
'It was a revelation to hear from Mike about the work that the Freemasons are doing to
support the most vulnerable in our community. I think that few appreciate just how much the
Freemasons do. Once we get to the other side of the pandemic, we very much look forward
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to attending the next presentation of Freemasonry in the Community and having the
opportunity to explain more about Olivia Inspires and the work we do'.

Cheque presentation for £750
Lucy Pullin from the Blackfield
Royal British Legion Families
Coffee Club receiving much
needed funds for local families
to meet and socialise in a safe
and friendly environment.

Cheque presentation for £750
Andy Warwick of the 3rd New
Forest East Scouts receiving a
cheque for their Building Fund to
refurbish the Hythe building in
order to provide better facilities
and safeguards for the Cubs
and Scouts in the area.

Learning & Development
Did you know that the South West Area has a dedicated Learning & Development (L&D)
team. The job of the team is to assist Lodges to prepare their members for their Masonic
career by providing them with the knowledge and skills for further advancement.
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A depiction of Solomon's Temple
The L&D team is not concerned with ceremony or Lodge procedures as that is the domain of
the Lodge and its Officers. However, the team is interested giving Lodge Officers the
resources to encourage members to develop and progress through learning. Lodge Mentors
and Membership Officers are ideally placed to encourage their members with their L&D and
are asked to promote learning whenever possible.
There are many L&D resources available to Lodges including the highly successful UGLE
Solomon. However, other sources include:
United Grand Lodge of England CONSTITUTIONS
Book of EMULATION RITUAL
Book of LODGE BY-LAWS
United Grand Lodge of England website – SOLOMON
solomon.ugle.org.uk www.ugle.org.uk
Provincial Grand Lodge of Hampshire and IOW – WEBSITE
www.hiowmasons.org
The Hampshire & Isle of Wight – PATHWAY APP
Provincial Grand Lodge of Hampshire and IOW – WELCOME TO
FREEMASONARY BOOKLET
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Provincial Grand Lodge of Hampshire and IOW – MASTER
MASONS GUIDE BOOKLET
South West Area – WEBSITE
www.hantsmasonsw.org.uk
Other internet based – WEBSITES
Other written and electronic – PUBLICATIONS & NEWSLETTERS
If Lodges require assistance with how to get started with learning and development in their
Lodges please contact the SWA L&D team leader as follows:
Paul Berry
Flat 1 The Fountain
1 High Street
Christchurch
BH23 1AE
paulberry1958@gmail.com
07889 921016

Help is available – don’t hesitate to get in touch
If you need help please contact the area almoner or area chairman who will assist you.
South West Area Almoner
Rick Ashton
rickashton21@hotmail.co.uk
07730 956584
South West Area Chairman
Chris Lockwood
chrislockwood@mail .com
07977 414597
Also, the Masonic Charitable Foundation has been active in helping brethren – if you are
struggling or require assistance please contact them on 0800 035 6090.

The SWA Lockdown Lowdown will be published regularly. If anyone would like an article
published please send the content by email or post to:
Paul Berry
Flat 1 The Fountain
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1 High Street
Christchurch
BH23 1AE
paulberry1958@gmail.com
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SWA L&D
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